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that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts,
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in this present world, looking for that blessed
hope and the glorious appearing of the great
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«For our conversation is in heaven, from
whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ, who shall change our vile body,
that it may be fashioned like unto his glori-}
ous body.”—Phil. 3: 20, 21.

“Christ was once offered to bear the sins of
many; and unto them that look for him shall
he appear the sesond time, without sin unto
salvation.”—Heb. 9: 28,
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then shall ye also appear with him i oy
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It is superfluous to comment upon these
Their scrupulous ex-
Jlicitness leaves no room for argument. They
show that the hope of the early Christians

was different from that of modern professors;

that it laid hold of the coming of the Lord as

an object of personal solicitude. Jesus him-
self had exhorted them to be watchful: “Be-
hold, I come as a thief; blessed is he that
watcheth.”-—Rev. 16: 15. He had also said
_“Take heed to yourselves, lest at any timo
your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting,
and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and
so that day ecome upon you unawares . .
Watch ye, therfore, and pray always, that ye
may be accounted worthy to escape all these
things, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
—Liuke 21: 34-30.
Now, in the professing Christian world of
the present day, we see none of this anxiety
about the second coming of Christ. There is
a universal indifference to it. One is re-
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bered and slept.” Very few care about the
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the beginning—the earth shall they inherit.

" The Master’s words are copious. “Inher
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and joint heirs with Jesus Christ.”
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The apostle’s meammng clearly is, that our|
nandane system is o be renovated 11} fire.
and to be followed by a new or renewed
physical world—new heaveus and new earth
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larious. that the strongest mind may well
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Overwhelined with amazement blended
1th lt nsport that he was onl) able to bear
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lad apostle “saw a greal white throne, :n‘uli
Him that sat on it.® And at the presence 0f
the throne. and before the face ol him that
heavens and the earth fled
awav.® The aerial and the starry heavens

. i sy o
arted as a seroll when it is rolle d togeth
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or ™ and the earth melted with ‘fervent heat
sheank back into molten chaos, And, swiftly
‘ollowine. he “saw the dead, small and great,
| I'he dead of every age and
every class, including those who will undergo
a change equivalent to death, 1 Cor. 15: 8l
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=fand Lelore Lo

all the vast multitude of human beings, from
Adam to the Ilatest earth, he saw
standing before the great * judgment seat.”

He saw the angels, the scribes of heaven,who

born of

TN

keep God's *book of remembrance,’ bring for-

And he heard the
{he Illill}__,'"-.

ward and open the books.

he books. lle heard the awiul
sentence fall from the lips of the Judge, *De-
part, ve cursed, into everlasting fire.,” The
wailing and the gnashing of teeth he heard.as
he despairing throng took leave of lizht and
ove and hope and life. IHe saw grim death
and black-visaged, 1nsatiable Aades cast into

- - e
‘i‘titlit\:!. E‘-I f.,
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1

the i";‘t!llii‘.i Lliit‘. the t"UHh[HIiin: fires of ’lllﬂ

) L
‘second death.

And when all was still he heard with joyiul
. Yy b

ears the sentence of the just break from the

-

lips of the smiling Judge, *Come, ve blessed
of my FFather;” and, filling all the vast ex-
panse, and far up into the heaven of heavens.
rolied the mighty, ever swelling anthem of
the ransomed, as from the ruins of the old
creation emerged the splendors of the new.
“Aud 1 saw a new heaven and a new earth *
for the first heaven and the first earth wero
. away; and there was no more sea.
And 1 John saw the hely city, new Jerusa-
lem, coming down from God out of heaven,
prepared as a bride adorned for her hushand,
And I heard a great voice out of heaven sav-
ing, Behold, the tabernaele of (God 18 \i’iih

 men, and he will dwell with them, and they

shall be his people, and God himself shall be
W i_th them, and be their God. Aund God s].ﬁlll
Wipe away all tears from their eyes; and
there shall be no more death, ‘Ilt‘*i!hé‘r ::am‘rﬁ.w
wr erying, neither shall there be any uu-'n'e:

pain; for the former things are passed awayv

-1. At upon the throne said, Behold,
1 make ‘a]l things new, And he said unto
me, \} nia}: for these words are true and
faithtul,” Rev, 81: 1-3
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by red Jightning's
or shaken by e
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W hat skies
eloud, nor nven
What shores are these, ne’
quake shock or blackened with t}l
angry seas W hat mighty empire may
be. with metropolis
and sent down from heaven ?

These scenes are sure
storm fettered skies of
picture such as this. since mortal years

Lift up vour heads and hands, O ransom<
of the Lord! Break into song aud shout, all
living tongues! Awake and sing, pale lips
of the dark valley! Join, seraphs of the
kies! Let heaven and earth resound with
hallelujahs! This is Paradise restored ; the
promised new creation ; the land bonded to
Abraham; the “kingdom ander the whole
the “field” purchased by- our
the sweet New Earth and
New Heavens predicted by Isaiah, sung by
David. assured by Christ, clai med by DPeter.
and seen by John. Thisis God’s own pict
ure of the home of the saints, and of the
<aints at home.— World's Crisis.
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The Lord’s Coming, Reward, and Wurk.

The doctrine of the Lord’s second coming
:s not confined to the New Testament, but
among the prophetic declarations of the Old
Testament we read, “Behold, the Lord God
will come with strong hand, and his arm shall
rale for him: behold his reward 1s with him,
and his work before him,” Isaiah 40: 10. The
coming of the Redeemer King to earth, not
only to redeem but to rule and reign, dates as
far back as the promise of the seed of the wo-
man bruising the serpent’s head; for man re-
deemed must be placed back into his posses-
Eir}ailz and having lost his right to “have do-
u:unmn” over the inferior works of the crea-
tion, when redeemed and restored a dominion
is to be had over him, and man’s dominion
over the lower creation will be only subordi-
nate. We may say that such was the case at
first, his dominion was held under God: in
the restoration and kingdom ages the dﬂn’lin-
ion will also be under Christ. IFrom the ear-
liest promise of redemption the coming aﬁd
k‘ingdmm of Christ is seen, his coming and
k}.ﬂgdu!ﬂ are assoelated together, the prophe-
cies connecting them, and the apostles writ
ing of their simultaneous ocecurrence, that i :
Christ’ coming and establishing Ilié Vg
See 2 Tim. 4: 1. Had ord’ o
: : the Lord 5 pEDPIE re-
ee‘:ved him when he came in humility bhj
reign would have succeeded his humilit an?
guffering, and the kingdom would hnveybe :
established. Rejecting him the ] EI;
the kingdom is sent into the world to take Ot
of it a people for his name, and the thim:
concerning the kingdom of God are t-aughil;l o
connection with the all saving name of C]ln;zl
.

o wrecks ol
this | Christ, “Lo, I come

% ' - 1
built by the mighty (ﬂiul!L
- 1 t‘ﬂ”iirt]_
3 J 5 b, i) :
ly not ol earth. These| 4 < metimes.
outy M VE" ﬂmllﬁi o restitution Peter says.

oan. | , .
egaB- | yogug Christ to bring

? il :
' mouth of all s hol

Father who 8
the plan of r |
his Son would carry 1t u:u
offered terms. Thus
to do thy

d a redemption *
the '
¢ the coming

ghall gend

liilt‘ I III ]ti'. I‘[lj

accept

llil\']‘.]_‘t;}: ptt“‘hh‘ o Y ”[H:nﬂ[liu as
Redeemer, addressing
In speaking ¢
«The 1 jord

about the rest

Giod hath gpoken by
the world |

» prophets Ince ‘ |
Then the coming ol the | l
40: 10, may |

f the Father 18 here |

lls us of the unity
og and

HH‘ |
1l things which

| began, Acts 3: 20.
i]‘““l God, 1n Isa.
lthough the name ©

| Son, &
The Son himself te
nd himself, their purpos

attributes are the same, pﬂ-rtwulurl}' of one-

ness in the plan of human redemption and
| work of restoring the

l. 11:-21.'1;1.
| of the Father

| carrying out of the
nd man to their lost estate.

world a . |
| The coming of the Lord 1s 80 plmn!}:
| ith his work of judg-

| forth in connection Wl

ment, rule, and reign, that we do not see how
this modern doctrine of the conversion of the
world to the gospel of Christ previous to his
personal coming and reign can have place in
the minds of a Bible people; and it appears to|
us that the circumstances of the times are so
opposed to that doctrine, and the progress of |

the times is in the opposite direction,that not- | Jife. Nature
i
the truth on this poinrt g
held. Instead of death beinga (riend, reve.

lation calls it an enemy ;

withstanding the progress of man in arts and
seiences, the nations and countries where
these are most flourishing are lapsing into
infidelity and indifference to God, instead of
going together to worship God, as that theory
indicates. But the truth is becomimg more
and more plain, and nearer its consummation,
that the gospel should be preached in all the
world for a witness, and then should the end

come. Matt. 24: 14.

A beautiful truth and glorious fact connect-
ed with the Lord’s coming is that ‘“his re-
wm::d is with him,” as saith our text in Isain}i
This he also says himself, in the revelation t{;
John, Rev. 22: 12, “Behold, I come quiflz'.kly
and my reward is with me, to give every Illm;
accﬂn}mg as his work shall be.” The reward
then, 1s to be given out in the proportion 1}%
personal merit. But it must be remembered
ﬂlﬂ:t man has no legal right to demand or 1[*4L
quire anything at the hand of God, and wh E:;:
ever Jehovah awards to man it ;ﬁ all a f ﬂ
gift from the hand of God, nothing dﬂﬁirlﬂs
on the part of man, except deserved pu “;
ment, the penalty of sin. This is clte’.-zI Imb )
pressec} by the apostle Paul, to the. I?{l‘;nj; 4
6: 23, "Z_[‘hﬂ wages of sin is death, but th i
of God is eternal life. th : R
our Lord.” By Ac¢ e,,t I:mlgh Jesus Christ
ool y Ad‘am 8 sin, and by our oy

1eiv.nrld 18 guilty before God ok
death is their just due, And; j &nfl .
the plan of salvation aI:;d ’clrl b

: : 1e ato
Jesus Christ we see how th PORY 4
the gift of God. This fre 4 eternal life is
unconditionally, but to a ;aifz {h UOx PN

::ll cnfmply w?i;h the offered terfnl;er:ﬁl_lﬂhwhﬂ
wi‘tﬁ {;h mellangg,'m}d by compl}in lih o
be a tinﬂ "ages of sin is escaped, Th s
1e when the reward ig tq be&ra ::ruat
eéntered
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from heaven,
IL_very text of revelation on the subject
t‘ells‘ us that the coming of Christ is the time
iurlllfe, and that death is only a night, and
1111 E_!lbs‘brelmn 1:)}* the resurrection from the
( ?a{_ would bnﬁ'lurwm‘, and while in the state
0 l'lu-ﬂth there is and can be no reward
1 1 " ‘
T ullowmg‘ our text further, it says, “And
lus work before him.” The work of tl.‘:e Loxd
1:;:?;1,““#"' to view follows his coming with
4 ward ; work to be done after he comes.
nmu{a:tl we understand that when Christ
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Signs In Heaven.

A. C. LONG.

I il

«IaprEprATELY after the tribulation of those
davs shall the sun be darkened, and the moon
shall not give her light, and the stars shall
fall from heaven, and the powers of the heav-

ens shall be shaken, and then shall appear
the sien of the Son of man in heaven; and |

then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn,
and they shall see the Son of man coming 1N
the clouds of heaven with power and great
glory,” Matt. 24 29, 30.

In this passage of Scripture we have a num:
ber of signs that are to {ranspire just before
the advent of Christ. And as this 1s the
crowning event of the age, and since it is ush-
ered in by these signs itis highly important
that we have a proper understanding of them.

We shall first inquire whether the above
signs are to be understood figuratively or lit-
erallv. As this is a very important point in
the consideration of these signs we shall now
proceed to show that these signs are not to be
understood figuratively. The figurative
meaning of the darkening of the sun and

moon, and the falling of the stars would be|

the overthrow of governments, kingdoms,
empires and republics ; the sun representing

government, and the stars dependent or sub-
ordinate states. With this meaning the pass-
age would read something like this: “Imme-
diately after the tribulation of those days

empires and kingdoms shall be overthrown. |

republics and states shall be subverted. and
taen shall they see the Son of man confine in
the clouds of heaven.” But would the u;utu
throw of governments he a sign of the second
advent ¢ It would not, from the very fact

that governments have from iime to time |

been overthrown ever nince nations have ex
isted on the earth. Neither ean 1 refer to a
general overthrow of governments, for that
does not take place until after the personal
return of Christ, when the stope smites the
Kingdoms of the world and grinds them to
powder, and the kingdom of God is estqb.
lished upon their ruins, See Dan. 2, o

s . | s
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y o 10 1S Tea: & % -
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"his siens as y doin theirs. If Got
e :b 111.131 '« Son’s return to
wanted to give signs of his Son’s I¢ - i
earth, what more forcible and St,rlkiﬂ-; ‘5 Ed
could he give than to darken the bunf‘:m .1
moon, and to cause the stars to fall 11911
heaven? Besides, if God d:u*l{ene:d‘ Fhe 5111:;i
| for three hours at his Son’s cruciiixion, .:m'
al] understood this darkness as real, may \‘--E‘i
not with the same propriety e:{pept the rea
darkness of the sui and moon as 51gns_ql his
Son's return to earth, since he has positively
asserted that this darkness should occur.
Having now shown that to interprelt these
signs figuratively 1s to defeat P}Ilfl ‘11'u54‘tr_:;1te
the very object Christ had In view In gIVIDg
them, and to interpret them literally 1sin
harmony with the object and design of signs
in geuérnl, we are therefore forced to the
conclusion that these signs in the sun moon
 and stars are to be understood literally.
Having settled the fact that these signs are
to be understood literally, we now call atten-
tion to the f2me when these signs are to trans-
pire. The text says they are to transpire
“immediately affer the tribulation of those
days.” There can be only three positions ta-
' ken on this :—1st, That,these signs occur af
ter the shortening of this fribulation. 2nd,
That they occur after the preliminary return
'of a limited number of Jews to Palestine.
' 3rd, That they occur after the final restitu
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- examine these three positions. The last po-
| sition, th[a,t, these signs occur after the final
return of the Jews to Palestine,cannot be the
irlght one; for this return of the Jews does
‘not take place until after the advent, as we
have shown ina previous article on the
‘Great Tribulation. And of course it would
be 1nconsistent seless ] 3]
ﬂﬂ .ziiluln?lialk.tegt fl.llt] u...eleaa to give signs of
he acvent after it had occured. There would
then be no use for them,
I'he second position —that t}
eur ailet the preliminary return of the Jews
to Palestine,is equally faulty, for this prelim-
u.m;_'y retarn continues until Chyist comes
and “after this" w ‘ et
vould be when Christ is

present on earth, and there would be no use
for the signs then. As we h
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May loth, LI

and continued unti}
between 10 :11111:1} 1111,;.1{1;1-;1_11:1_”” The wind was
(Lie middle ot 111;%{ mltih the darkness ap.
from the SDLI[.:I *ith 16 clouds, drifting from
peared 'mtcmiltb;;véfud the country from Neyw
thuﬁ })r:'n;l ‘AMaine, and appears to have been
Lo C;I: Massachusetts, and the adjoining
of New Hampshire; yet it was in.
and Rhode Island. It
was much less in New York, und‘ in_ N ewTJ er-
sey it was not pnrticulnr{y nnh(z:enl. Where
it most prevailed it was 111‘11}:(}55]1}19 to read
ordinary print, or read the time b}:f a watch
or clock, or do ordinary business without ar-
tificial light. An intelligent observer says,
‘Candles were lighted in the houses; fowls
rotired to roost; the cocks were crowing all
around as at break of day ; objects could not
be distinguished but at a very little distance;
and every thing bore the appearance and
cloom of night’ Two others less conspicu-
ous days had been noticed in the country,
Oct. 21st, 1716, and Oct. 19th, 1762”—p. 647.
We shall now quote from Webster’s Una-
abridged Dictionary, &c. &e.
“The Dark Day May 19, 1780:—So called
on account of a remarkable darkness on that
day extending all over New England. In
some places persons could not see to read
common printin the open air for several
hours together. Birds sang their evening
song, disappeared, and became silent; fowls
went to roost; cattle sought the barn-yard.

oreatest
portion R
tense in (‘onnecticut

and candles were lighted in the houses. The
obscuration began about ten o’clock in the
ﬂitﬂl‘lllllgq and continued till the middle of
the

degree and duration in different places.

west, and north east,.
remarkable phenomenon
Webster’s Unaby

tory and Pronouncing Vocabulary, p. 1556.
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isolated, as 1t were all alone in kaeping th
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ever watcheth over us. LY

wisdom in afflicting me, that he knoweth bes
I do not wish to murmur, though 1t 1
that T am unable a good deal of the time fodo
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very slowly. I do not realize how little

strength I have got until I overdo, and
for it lying in bed.
ny times that per
duty, that through blind or wilful ignoranes
1s unperformed. 1 try to trust in God,for 1 do
that whatever he doeth

that his ‘chastenings, though grievous, may
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[ am brought to fecl nu

iaps 1 have negleeted  soe

know is rizht, and
work out for me a far more exceeding weight
of glory. 1 do so love to read of Jesus, who
bore the ci1oss and wore the crown of victory
over death, who ascended to heaven triumpli-
ant; and when I think how he suffered, mid
all, that we might live if we would but follow
him, that my light afflictions are nothing con;-
pared to what he endured. But when I shall
see him fau;*n to face, and know that Le is iy
tedeemer, 1t will more than compensaie foy
the few trials of this life,

It 18 almost a mystery to me why Christ
was permiltted to suffer and die for us, we are
so wholly unworthy of sueh a sacrifies. My
heart goes out to him with such a longing to
to see his dear face, and I can but love him,

| for he has done so much for me. When I was

a child there was a little song in our lLittle
Sunday School singing book that used to i
press me deeply, and the same feeling i with

ine of the stars was witnessed perhaps by a
s persons and extended
over a greater area. Many other prophecies
en fulfilled that have been far less In
and witnessed by a far less
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extent as to space,
i of witnesses.
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and in the proper manner 1:u fulfill this proph-
Christ said these Signs should ocenr;
y have occured as predicted ;
must be a fultillment
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and consequently they

of this prophecy.
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me yet,
“'I think when I read that sweet sloyy of old
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Of Jesus when here among mern,

How he called little children as lambs to Lils fold
How 1 wish I hadl been with thewm thoey.

that bis hands
head,
That his arms had been thrown aroun.!
Aud that I might have seen his kind luok
he said,
Liet the little ones come unto e »

I wish had been  placed on 1y
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of Christ any better than those iy
O my dear Christian Brethven
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atud Sistors,
pray for me that though alone [ may feel |

am not alone, for Godis with we, and will
help me 1f I but ask aright. Pray for me that
I may ask aright and recieve his blersing,
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Your Sister in Christ,
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Tag cholera in Southe
steadily on the increase. the death rate com-

ingup to47in a day. Itis also said to have
spread to Paris, and great alarm 18 felt con-
cerning its probable appearanco in other
countries. Its cause is attributed to the war

in Egypt, and the lack of proper sanitary ar-

rangements.

Swanrms of locusts, occupying three days in
travel, passed over Moscow recently, giving
much uneasiness for the prospect of grain in

Southern Russia.
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The Ancient Jordan.

Frox the neighborhood of Banias and the
skirts of Lebanon, to the Elanitic arm of the

Red Sea, a distance of two hundred and fifty

miles, there exists one continuous depression

or valley, with well-defined borders of per-
haps a thousand feet 1n height, and of a width
varying from five to fifteen miles. Through
the northern portion of this remarkable val-
ley the Jordan runs, passing through Lake
Merom and the Sea of Galilee, and ending its
course in the heavy waters of the Dead Sea,
ofter a flow of more than a hundred miles in
a right line. The Dead Sea itself occupies
forty miles more of the great valley, bordered
by its precipices of lime. Then, south of the
Dead Sea, the surface of the valley is 8 waste
of sand for nearly a hundred miles more,
when the Red Sea is reached. The Elanitic
arm of this sea is really a part of the same
depression,continuing nearly a hundred miles
farther to the Straits of Tiran, where the He-
roopolite or Suez arm of the seais joined.
The Greek name for this tract was Aulon (1
e.. hollow): the Arabs called it E1Ghor, while
in Hebrew it is styled the Arabah. This last
is the Hebrew word translated “plain” in 2
Sam. 2: 29, and in many other passages. At
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the plain

' Lot chose him all
i and they separa

and Lot jﬂumeyed east : 2
themselves the one from the other. A}ﬁt
ham dwelt in the land of Canaan, anfi

the plain, and pitched

P

nd on the south-eastern

shore. JIn the passage from Genesis here
cited, we see Lot, when separating from
| Abraham, regarding the country around Sod
om and toward Zoar with a delighted eye,and
hastening thither to enjoy its richness ; and
this country is called “the plain of Jordan.”
So also Sodom and Gomorrah are styled “the
cities of the plain.” What plain but the
plain of Jordan just before mentioned ¢ But
could any one now call the lower end of the
Dead Sea “the plain of Jordan?” Would
any one think of using such a phrase of a
district forty miles distant from the Jordan ?
To us the conclusion seems inevitable, that
the Jordan ran by Sodom, and therefore
through the Dead Sea,when Lot moved thith
er in the days of Abraham. Its fresh waters
made that region so attractive, that Chedor-
laomer, king of Elam, and his confederate
kings, had coveted its wealth, and Lot made
it his chosen abode.

But if this were so, how are we to remove
the two great objections already adduced?
By one answer. A convalsion of nature,

name Zoar is still fou

i

tion of the gay and wicked cities of the plain,
has depressed the whole plain from Lebanon

present, the name Arabah is given by the

Arabs only to the portion between the Dead |

and Red Seas, and El-Ghor 1s the name ap-

],m the lower end of the Dead Sea (where the
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God Knows Bestl. =

MES. J. €. FIELD. 5

Thou knowest well, our Father, if tis best  [xee ta
That we should have our own way, thou ecanst dc
fhrough all the windings of futarity, m
Andin thy wisdom we are glad to rest. o
\We might go WIong, we surely should go wrong, 1(

now want that, or now want this,
the one to crown our bliss,
t as fondly long.

grow sick and faint to see
Our dazzling hopes obscur’d and droop away,
And we 41l helpless with no power to stay,

Not knowing yet the wherefore it must be.

~ And Satan stands all ready at our side,
In haste tobid us curse our God and die,

Still just as eager to present his lie
And subtle, as when first to Eye he lied.

We think we
And if we get
We for the other jus

Sometimes our hearts

Oh! we must cling still closer to our God,
And trust him 1nore in all our changing ways,
He is a God that never trust betrays,

Though, for our good, He may not stay the rod.

~ Lord, quiet us, and give us more of faith,
To trust thee fully in a world of sin,
-~ And all the paths thy hand may lead us in
Shall land us past the bounds of sio and death.

- There we shall bless thee, as we try to here,
- With hearts all trembling oft, and half afraid

m wil':ling to belieye thy promise made
Jur earth-tried souls to bless with hope and cheer
nastao '.-*'aﬂ_--r Cal.
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